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BARNES County Soil Conservation District — Never a Dull Moment!

submitted by Karen Olstad, Eco-Ed Co-Coordinator, Barnes County SCD

Students explore wetlands at Eco-Ed Camp.

TheSection 319 projectsinBarnes
County areoff andrunningfor an-
other year. Thispromisestobe
another great year for conservation.

StatewideEco-Ed Camps

In 2000, the statewide Eco-Ed Camp
projectsgrew toinclude30 counties
andorganizations. Most soil conser-
vationdistricts(SCDs) inNorth
Dakotaareseeingtheadvantagesof
presentingauniform, unbiased
programthat can befunded by
Section319andlocal match.

Previoudy, most SCDssponsoreda
conservationtour for sixth-, seventh-
or eighth-gradestudents. Somewere
brief, somewereboringand most
werehard onthesparsedistrict
budgets.

Eco-Edprovidesthestudentswith
workbooks, T-shirtsandaninterest-
ing, hands-onprogram. Theinforma-
tionisuniformfromonedistrictto
another, andfacilitatorsarenot
allowedtointerjecttheviewsof their
individual agenciesor sponsors. The
only stipulationisthat thepresenta-

tionsbelinkedto“water quality” —a
component of almost every conserva-
tion practiceusedtoday.

Lastyear, 3,816 studentsinNorth
DakotaparticipatedinEco-Ed. In
addition, 564 adults(either classroom
teachersor parents/chaperones)
attended camps/tours. That makes
for alot of Eco-Ed T-shirtsshowing
uparoundthestate.

Educationisthemaingoal of Eco-Ed.
Thekidsof today will betheparents,
teachers, ministers, farmers, white-
andblue-collar workers, business
|eaders, taxpayersandlegidatorsof
tomorrow. Eco-Edwill helpthese
futureNorth Dakotanstounderstand
morefully theimportanceof conser-
vationintheirdailylives.

SheyenneRiver Watershed Project

TheSheyenneRiver Livestock Waste
Management Project hasbeenjustas
activeasEco-Ed. Thegoal of this
projectistoreduceagricultura waste
impactsinthelower SheyenneRiver
watershed.
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Afive-acrenatura riparianarea
adjacenttothe SheyenneRiver and
southof Valley City hasbeenre-
stored. Engineeringdesignwas
completed, and dirt work wasdo-
natedby theU.S. Fish& Wildlife
Servicetoremoveapoorly designed
dike. TheNorth DakotaForest
Servicedrew upaplantingdesign,
andValley City sixth-gradestudents
plantedtreesand shrubs. Native
grasseswereseeded, acanoelanding
areawasconstructedand Voila! -- a
"natural” classroomwascreatedfor
useby individua sandgroupsfrom
BarnesCounty. Restorationof this
areawill greatly reducesedimentation
andriverbank erosion.

Senator Kent Conrad, alongwitharea
busi nessmen, spent alazy afternoon
canoeingfromValley Citytothe
restorationprojectlast summer. At
theend of thetrip, Senator Conrad
commentedthat theSheyenneRiver
hasamuch-overlooked potential in
our statefor devel opment of fishing
andcanoeingopportunities.

Throughtheremainder of thesummer
andfall, constructiononanumber of
livestock ag-wastedemonstration
sitescontinuedwiththehelp of the
Section 319 Best Management
Practices(BMP) Team. Somesites
areclosetocompletionand shouldbe
inoperationby early summer.

TheBarnesCounty SCD hassubmit-
tedagrant applicationfor theimple-
mentation phaseof thewatershed
project. Recently, afull-timewater-
shed coordinator washired. Next
fall, thedistrict hopestobeableto
report onthecompl etion of many
moreprojectsandimproved water
quality intheLower SheyenneRiver.

Watershed Meeting Provides Important Information

submitted by Dave Frison, Watershed Project Coordinator, Wells County SCD

Conservationconcernsinthiswater-
shed areaweredeterminedby a
landowner/operator survey conducted
in1998 by theWellsCounty Soil
ConservationDistrict (SCD). Ac-
cordingtoPam Copenhaver, district
conservationist, survey resultsshowed
thetopfiveareasof concernas:

(1) soil erosion, (2) flooding,

(3) weedmanagement/soil salinity, (4)
wetlandsand (5) soil productivity.

Alocallyledconservationmeeting
washeldin Sykeston Feb. 22, 2001.
Thepurposeof themeetingwasto
informproducersabout programs
availabletoaddressconservation
concernswithintheRocky Run
watershedarealocatedinWells
County. Rocky RunCreekisa
tributary totheJamesRiver. Its
watershed encompassesabout
123,000 acresof Wells, Eddy and
Foster counties.
AccordingtoCopenhaver, the
Environmenta Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP) and/or theContinu-
ousConservation ReserveProgram
(CCRP) areavailabletoproducers
withintheRocky Runwatershedto
addresstheseconcerns. Thereare
$51,000in EQIPfundsto beused
overthenextfiveyearswithinthe
watershed boundariesonanumber of
conservationpractices.

Atthemeeting, imCollinsof the
NorthDakotaDepartment of Health
presentedinformationabout water
samplesthat werecollectedwithin
theRocky Runwatershed during
1999 and 2000. Analysisresults
show that nitrogen, phosphorus,
suspended solidsandfecal coliform
bacteriaall exceeded acceptable
levelsduring spring runoff and after
sgnificantstormevents. Collinssaid
that theexcessvely highamount of
pollutants
foundinthe
year 2000
samplescould
beattributed
totheabove-
normal pre-
cipitation. He %
asostatedthat &
best manage-
ment practices
couldbeused
tohelpreduce
pollutantsin
theRocky Run
Creek.

I

Nearly 50 people attended the February Rocky Run watershed meeting.
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Somepracti cescost-shared under
EQIParethesealing of abandoned
wells, grazingplans, dam/floodwater
management and manuremanage-
ment. EQIPprovidesupto 75
percent cost sharefor approved
practices, but applicationmust have
beenmadeby April 20.

CCRPcanbeutilizedfor buffer strips
aroundwetlands, treeplantings, grass
waterways, filter stripsand more.
CCRPapplicationsarenot competi-
tively ranked, and approved prac-
ticesaregenerally funded. CCRP
providescost-shareandincentive
paymentsthat amount tonearly 90
percent of thecost of implementing
specificconservationpractices.

DaveFrison, WellsCounty water-
shed coordinator, discussedthe
Section 319 projectintheRocky
Runwatershed. Theprojectis
currently intheassessment phaseand
includescollectingwater-quaity and
land-usedatatodevelopanimple-
mentationplan.

Duringthefall of 2001, aproject
implementation planwill besubmitted
totheNorth DakotaNonpoint
SourcePollution Task Forceand, if
approved, to EPA Region VIl to
obtainfederal cost-sharedollarsin
thespring of 2002. Thesefundswill
beusedtoimplement best manage-
ment conservation practices. Loca
sponsorsfor theRocky RunProject
areWellsCounty SCD, Wells
County CommissionandWells
County Water ResourceDistrict.

L ead sponsor for theprojectisthe
WellsCounty SCD.

Water Festival Fun for Dickinson Fifth Graders

submitted by Tammy Simnioniw, Assistant Coordinator, Dakota West RC& D

Thefirstannua "Make
aSplash" Water
Festiva brought lotsof
fifthgradersandloads
of laughter tothe
DickinsonRecreation
Center last September.
Thisevent, sponsored
by the Southwest
Water Authority, wasa
great success. Fifth-
gradestudentsfroma
12-county areawere
invited. A total of 660
students, teachersand
chaperonesfrom27
different school sparticipatedinavariety of educational presentationsand hands-
onactivitiesabout water and other natural resources. Aneveningevent provided
anopportunity toget thewholefamily involved. Onehundredfifty-six children
and parentsattended thefamily night session.

The limbo was used as a fun way to teach students about
water quality.

Thegoa of thewater festival wastohel pyouth understandtheimportanceof
water intheir livesand how to helpmaintainor evenimprovewater quality.
Fundsfor thewater festival wereprovided by the Southwest Water Authority,
the StateWater Commissionandthecity of Dickinsonandthroughan EPA
Section 319 grant administered by theDakotaWest and DakotaPrairies
RC&Ds.

Sudents learned the importance of conserving water through a "baggy clothing” activity.
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Bus Tour Highlights Zero-Till Farming

submitted by Judi Lang, Dakota Prairies RC& D, Bismarck

Last summer,theArealV Naturd
Resource Corporationteamedupwith
theManitoba-NorthDakotaZero
Tillage Associationto sponsor abus
tour tothe Dakotal akesResearch
FarminPierre, S.D. Ninety-three
participantsboarded busestolearn
moreabout zero-till farming concepts,
rotations, fertility andresi duemanage-
ment.

Thetourswereofferedfreeof charge
toproducers, water quality coordina-
torsandothersinterestedinthe
principlesof profitableand sustainable
agriculture. DakotaWest and Dakota
PrairiesRC& Dsa socontributedto

Dr. Dwayne Beck, Mang of Dakota Lakes Farm, |
describing the concept seeder developed at the farm.

thisevent by providing
EPA Section319
grantfundsthat they
administerthroughthe
Southwest North
DakotaWater Quality
Education Project.

TheSouthwest North
DakotaWater Quality
Projectwill bein-
volvedinsevera tours
thesummer of 2001,
beginningwitha
grazingsystemtour
sponsored by the
BurleighCounty Soil Conservation
District. Thistourwill takeplaceat
theSteveand Chuck Fettigfarm
near Wishek, N.D.

Alsothissummer, theNorth Dakota
Associationof Soil Conservation
Digtrictswill participateinasustain-
ablegrazingandcropping systems
tour.

A" pasturewalk" tour isplanned at
theJohnGovenfarminTurtleLake,
N.D., and another tour of an
agricultura wastesystemistenta-
tively scheduledat asiteinMorton
County,N.D.

June 24-29, 2001

July 16-20, 2001

Upcoming Events

Project WET "Lewis and Clark's Big Muddy"
Missouri River Cultural History Institute

Western 4-H Camp - Washburn, N.D.
Project WET ND Summer Water Quality Institute
Western 4-H Camp - Washburn, N.D.

For more information, contact Jim Collins at 328-5161.

Sate/EPA
Nonpoint Source
Partnership Established

EPA andthestateshavejoinedto
formanew Nonpoint SourcePart-
nershipto hel p statesimplement best
management practicesand other
programsfocused onreducing
pollutedrunoff. Thepartnership,
initiatedinApril 2001, will dlowthe
statesand EPA to work coopera-
tivelytoidentify, prioritizeandsolve
nonpoint sourceproblems. Partner-
shiprepresentativeshaveformed
sevenworkgroupstofocuson
specific, nonpoint sourceissues: (1)
watershed planningand
implementation; (2) rura nonpoint
sources; (3) urban nonpoint
sources; (4) nonpoint sourcegrants
management; (5) nonpoint
sourcecapacity buildingandfunding;
(6) informationtransfer and
outreach; and (7) reportingresults
fromnonpoint sourceprojects.

For moreinformationabout the State-
EPA Nonpoint SourcePartnership,
vistwww.epa.gov/owow/nps
partnership.html
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Project Safe Send Dates and L ocations Announced

submitted by Judy Carlson, North Dakota Department of Agriculture

Farmers, ranchers, homeowners,
bus nessesor anyonewithunusable
pesticidescanget rid of thosechemi-
calssafely andat nochargeduring
July through Project Safe Send.

“Wehaveestablished 21 collection
pointsacrossthestate, themost
ever,” saild AgricultureCommissioner
Roger Johnson. “ Thisshouldmakeit
easy for everyonetoparticipatein
Project SafeSend.”

Project Safe Send collectionsare
scheduledfrom9a.m.to3p.m. (loca
time) at thefollowingdatesand sites.
All collectionsites, except where
noted, arelocated at North Dakota
Department of Transportationmainte-
nanceyards.

July 9 Garrison
July 9 Napoleon
July 10 Watford City
July 10 Carson
(Grant Co. Hwy Dept. Shop)
July11 Crosby
July 11 New England
July12 New Town
July 12 Beech
July 13 Fessenden
July 13 Richardton
July 16 Minot
July 16 LaMoure
(LaMoure Co. Hwy Dept. Shop)
July 17 Bottineau
July 17 Wyndmere
July 18 Langdon
July 18 Pekin
July 19 Drayton
July 20 Larimore
July 23 Mayville
July 24 VdleyCity
July 25 Cassdton

Johnsonurgedfarmersandranchers
tosearchtheir barns, shedsand
storageareasfor unusablepesticides.
“Everyyear, peoplebringinDDT,
arsenic, mercury seedtreatmentsand
other chemical sthat havelongbeen
banned,” hesaid. “Project Safe Send
isaperfect opportunity toget rid of
them.”

Healsosaidthat whiletheprogram

wasoriginaly developedtomeet the
needsof farmers, ranchers, pesticide
dealersand applicators, itisopento
anyonewhohasunusablepesticides.

“1f youhaveanoldcanof bugkiller
or somedandelionspray that you
don’twant, just bringittooneof our
collectionsites,” Johnsonsaid.“We'll
takeitand seethatit’ ssafely
destroyed.”

Cleaningagents, solvents, fuelsand
paintsarenot accepted.

Peoplewho planto participatein
Project Safe Send cancall theNorth
DakotaDepartment of Agriculture
(NDDA), toll-freeat
1.800.242.7535for guidelineson
transporting pesticidestothecollec-
tionsitesandfor exact directionsto
thesites. Theinformationisalso
availableontheNDDA websiteat
www.agdepartment.com. Posters
withdirectionstocollectionsiteswill
bedistributedwidely, and advertise-
mentswithdirectionswill bepub-
lishedinareanewspapers.

Peoplewithlargequantitiesof
unusablepesticidesshouldcall
NDDA topreregister. Authorized by
theNorth Dakotal egidature, Project
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SafeSendisfundedlargely through
thefeespaid by pesticidemanufactur-
erstoregister their productsinNorth
Dakota. Inthelast 10years, more
than 1 millionpoundsof unusable
pesticideshavebeencollected and
safely disposed of throughthe

program.

Thecollectionswill behandled by
Onyx Environmental Services,which
will repackagethecollected pesti-
cidesandtransport themout of North
Dakotaforincineration.

For moreinformation, pleasecall
Judy Carlsonat 701.328.4997.

Project Safe Send Locations

Beach —DOT - east of city limits
on the north side of Hwy. 16.

Bottineau — DOT - %2 mile east of
Bottineau on Hwy. 5, 1¥2 miles
north on Lake Metigoshe Road
(east side of the road)

Carson — Grant County Hwy.
Dept. Shop —north on Main to
Railroad Avenue, three blocks
west, then two blocks north to
gravel, continue around corner.

Casselton - Take [-94 Exit 331,
north on N.D. Hwy. 18, take
frontage road west about ¥ miles.

Crosby — DOT - N.E. corner of
the N.D. Hwy. 5 and County
Hwy. 42 intersection.

Drayton — DOT - just east of 1-29
interchange on N.D. Hwy. 66
(north side of the road).

Fessenden — DOT — south end of
Fessenden on east side of U.S.
Hwy. 52, next to fairgrounds.

(Safe Send...cont. on page 6)
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Garrison — DOT - east edge of
town on the north side of Hwy. 37.

LaMoure - LaMoure County
Hwy. Dept. — S.E. corner of town,
one block south of intersection of
N.D. Hwy. 13 and County Hwy.
60.

Langdon — DOT — one mile west
of Langdon on N.D. Hwy. 5 (south
side).

Larimore—DOT - north side of
Larimore on N.D. Hwy.18 (west
side of the road).

Mayville — DOT - from the
junction of Hwy. 18 and N.D. 200,
go 2 miles south to the edge of
town; DOT ison the right side of
the road.

Minot - DOT - from the inter-
section of hwys. 83 and 2, go east
about 3 miles, DOT is on the east
side of Hwy. 2, just north of the
Ward County Implement (John
Deere dealership).

Napoleon — DOT — Take 1-94
Exit 208, proceed south on N.D.
Hwy. 3to site, which is¥amile
south of the city (east side of the
road).

New England — DOT - %2 mile
south of New England at junction
of hwys. 22 & 21.

New Town —DOT - Yamile
south of junction of Hwy. 23 and
Hwy. 1804 (east side of road).

Pekin — DOT —on N.D. 15in
Pekin, south side of road across
from the elevator.

Richardton — DOT — 1-94 to
Hwy. 8 to South Ave. (just before
the railroad tracks), west to D
Street and then south to site.

Valley City - DOT - 1524 8th
Ave S\W., south of [-94 at Exit
292.

Watford City - DOT - on U.S.
85, 3/4 mile south of junction of
U.S. 85 and N.D. 23.

Wyndmere — DOT — from the
junction of hwys. 13 and 18, go 2
% miles north on Hwy. 18 (west
side of road).
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